Water Safety Instructor Update Invitation Letter
March 10, 2009
All Water Safety Instructors
Dear Instructor:
The newly revised Swimming and Water Safety (r.09) program from the American Red Cross has been released on February 27. We are pleased to offer you these easy methods to update your Water Safety instructor or instructor trainer authorization. Both update options provide a complete overview of the new program, including skills changes and material enhancements, as well as new instructor requirements, so you’ll be ready to implement the new program for the 2009 swim season. Choose the update option that works for you:

1. Online at https://www.instructorscorner.org/RedCross/Index.aspx ,under: Instructor news    center, click on: Friday, February 27, 2009, Water Safety (r.09) Instructor Update now available.
You can log on 24/7 to the Instructor’s Corner to complete the update.

You will need to purchase all new Instructor and participant materials to complete your update to the new Swimming and Water Safety (r.09) Program and submit the update verification form to your chapter or unit of authorization. We suggest you purchase your materials directly from www.ShopStayWell.com or (800) 667-2968
2. Or update by attending a group orientation conducted by a Health and Safety Program Administrator or a Water Safety (r.09) instructor trainer in your community, then submitting a completed Orientation Verification Form to their chapter or unit of authorization by December 31, 2009.

Local group orientations will be announced through the ARC of NNJ chapter website www.redcrossnnj.org   (under Take a Class, then Upcoming Aquatics courses)
Dates: TBD 

Location; TBD

Fee: TBD
Note: Whichever update method you choose, please remember to return a completed orientation verification form (available on Instructor’s Corner) to your chapter or unit of authorization by    December 31, 2009. Please also note that your Water Safety Instructor Certification will expire on 12/31/09. You need to obtain this update to renew your certification. 
You may only teach the old standards until August 31, 2009.
CEUs Available

The American Red Cross is pleased to be authorized by IACET to offer 0.2 continuing education units (CEUs) for any of these instructor update sessions. To receive your CEUs, follow these steps:

· Complete the update and the orientation verification form. Turn the verification form into your local Red Cross chapter.
· Go to www.RedCrossStore.org and click the Continuing Education link.
· Click the Aquatics link and then click Water Safety (r.09) Instructor Update.
· The CEU certificate will be emailed to you within the next few weeks. 

Sincerely,
Kathy Panico
American Red Cross of Northern New Jersey
Preparedness Director
